Sociology paper instructions:

You are required to write a 5 page paper (1.5 line spacing; excluding references). To write this paper you will choose a social problem in Pakistan. You will then collect three or more recent newspaper articles on that problem. After reviewing those articles try to develop an understanding about the nature, extent, dynamics, likely cause(s), social impact of that problem you are studying. Once you have an idea as to the nature of this problem as it exists in Pakistan, you will conduct a literature search on Google Scholar and download three or more relevant and recent articles related to the social problem that you are studying. These research articles should be studies of the social problem that you are focusing that are either conducted in our context (Pakistan), similar, contexts (Ex: India, Bangladesh etc.) or other dissimilar contexts (EX: US, Canada, or UK). These studies should also provide some theoretical underpinnings/explanations regariding the cause of the social problem that you are studying. After reviewing those articles you will then try to apply the knowledge about the problem that you have acquired to explain the social problem as it exists in the context of Pakistan. For instance, do the theoretical explanations provided in the scholarly literature explain 'why' this problem exists in the context of Pakistan? Does the scholarly literature that you have reviewed and the theoretical approaches presented in that literature suggest any 'solutions' to that problem and would it make sense to apply to those solutions in the context of Pakistan. Finally, how could we 'apply' the proposed solutions to that problem and what would be their likely impact on that problem.  
Paper Requirements
The paper you are required to submit (Length = 5 pages; 1.5 line spacing; references will not be included in 5 pages), will be divided in to the following sections.
1. Introduction: In the introduction section you will present the problem that you want to analyze. You will provide the reader with: what the problem is; what is the social, economic, political or cultural significance of that problem; what is the social impact of that problem (or how that problem effects people or groups in our society), what are the likely causes of that problem, why sociologists should study this problem and what kind of solutions do we need to counter/control/resolve the social problem. NOTE: You will use newspaper articles as a reference for writing this section. Finally you will briefly outline how you have used scholarly literature to study this problem.
2. Review of Literature: In this section you will inform the reader what type of studies you have reviewed and where they were conducted. Then you will provide a synthesized literature review. By synthesized I mean that rather than focusing on the studies by providing a summary of each study separately, you will focus on the problem and synthesize the knowledge from the research articles about different aspects of the problem. You will engage questions like: what does the literature tell us about the problem; according to the literature what is the scope of the dynamics of that problem; what's the social impact of that problem; what does the literature tells us about the causes of that problem (what theories have the scholars used to explain the causes of the problem); what kind of solution were proposed in the literature about the problem. 
3. Application: Applying scholarly knowledge to understand the causes and propose solution to the problem
In this section you will bring the contextual knowledge that you gained from the newspaper articles with the scholarly knowledge that you gained from the research article with the specific objective of developing a theory based understanding as to the causes of that problem and propose possible solutions. In this section, you will address questions like: How does the literature help use develop a theory based understanding of this problem, do these theoretical make sense in the context of Pakistan, do these theoretical explanations provide an understanding as to the causes of the problem that you are studying, and after the review of literature what possible solution (policy based or otherwise) could you propose to address the problem.
4. Conclusion
Provide a brief conclusion to your paper reiterating the problem that you studied, how the literature explained that problem, how this knowledge can be used to develop a deep understanding as to the causes of the social problem and what solutions can be proposed based on that understanding
5. References
[bookmark: _GoBack]You will provide references of the scholarly and newspaper articles that you have reviewed in the APA format.
Note on in-text referencing: You will also provide in-text referencing. This means that you will provide a reference to the original source at the end each sentence which contains either the thoughts or words of another. If you borrow three or more words from another source in a sentence, please enclose those words in quotation marks and provide an in-text reference to the original at the end of that sentence. 

